
Wokingham Walkabout 27th September 2018 

Wokingham was last visited in 2009 and in today's excursion, two pubs are new. It has quite a 
place in history from Saxon times, was granted the right to hold a market, got mixed up in the 
Civil War and its bell foundry was very busy at times.  

Communication should not be a problem as it has been stated that the Wokingham accent was 
“once a blend of London Cockney influenced by aspects of West Country pronunciation”. (I did 
not understand that either!). John Redwood has been the M P since 1987.  

NB: The Grade 2 footbridge at the level crossing, made by Wimbledon iron works out of old 
bullhead rail, survived the station reconstruction. 

The tour today goes anti clockwise and starts at the Station Tap which opens at 7am for those 
really keen, right outside the station. Exit on the up side. [The ex Wetherspoon’s Gig House is 
still in the centre there but is not recommended.] 

Station Tap: Traditional breakfast £3.75 and “Full” £5.25 which doubles up on the sausages, 
bacon and egg. Both with toast and butter. Other options are shown but did not list Eggs 
Benedict, sorry Ian. Had Doombar, Windsor & Eaton Firefly and Best of British by bond Brews. 
[Note 10% Camera discount on pint and halves.] Leave 10 45 taking the southerly route along 
Wellington Road then left into Elms Road and take footpath to the right past the Gig house out 
into Denmark Street where the Crispin can be seen on the right opposite the Ragland Pub.   

Crispin: 45 Denmark Street RG40 2AV Is being especially opened up for us at 11 am.  Should 
have Hogs back HBB and Marlow Rebellion plus three of Wokingham Bond Brew’s beers on tap. 
Beer Garden. Depart 11 45** for a 10-minute walk up Denmark street and straight into Peach 
street to The Ship:  
**Could be later if omitting The Ship, see below. 

The Ship: 104 Peach Street RG40 1XH A Fuller’s Pub which had ESB, Oliver’s Island, 
Beachcomber and London Pride when we were there. Beer Garden. Leave 12 30 turning left into 
Wiltshire Road and very shortly left into Rose Street.  There is quite a collection of old 
properties here and it is said that some of the houses still show the taller first floor windows 
needed in Tudor times for the silk industry. Walk down to meet Broad Street where you turn right 
to find the Broad Street Tavern a short way along at 12 40 

Broad Street Tavern: 29 Broad Street RG40 1AU A Wadsworth establishment which had Brains 
SA, IPA and 6x lower strength plus Bishop’s tipple, Swordfish and Horizon at 5%.  Beer Garden. 
Depart 13 30 turning right for 5-minute straight walk past a sandwich shop to the Queen’s Head. 
Not exactly pedestrian friendly in crossing the road. 

Queens Head: 22 The terrace RG1BP A Camera Berkshire SE Branch Real ale pub of the year 
2015, 2016 and 2017. Had Hogs Back Tea, Marlow Rebellion Blond, Loddon Hullabaloo, Green 
King St Edmunds and Abbot plus Queens Head Crafted bitter on when visited. Beer Garden. 
Remain until end. Ten minutes to the Station if you can work out how to cross the roads! 

Eating: Only the Ship [Expensive] and Broad Street Tavern [Cheaper] do food. Below is the 
menu for the Broad Street Tavern and the Ragland Pub [No Hand Pumps] back opposite the 
Crispin.  
Those wanting to eat and leave earlier could omit The Ship. AND GO STRAIGHT TO THE BROAD STREET 
TAVERN FOR LUNCH OR ALTERNATIVELY the land lady of the Queen’s Head is quite happy for food to be 
brought in and will provide a plate etc. [ Note Fish and chip shop opposite the Tap and we 
passed a sandwich shop!] 

There is a regular train service from Reading, either SWR TAKING 13 minutes xx12 and xx42 or 
GWR at 8 minutes xx04 and xx32 generally but check. From Waterloo the service takes 66 
minutes departing at xx 20 and xx 50. 
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