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ack in the Middle Ages, the
market town of Hertford
was a popular country get-
away for royalty and aris-
tocrats from London.
Today, its rural surround-
and proximity to the capital make
pular with commuters.
ting at the confluence of four
rs—Lea, Beane, Mimram and Rib
rtford was a fortified Saxon set-
lent that became an important
cultural trading centre.
1arfs and weatherboarded ware-
ses still border the canal, though
wral buildings have now been con-
ed into homes.
\een Elizabeth I spent a lot of time
[ertford, staying at the Norman
le which was later turned into a

centre around the castle is a substan-
tial Conservation Area, with 17th Cen-
tury inns, Queen Anne, Georgian and
Regency townhouses and Hertford's
oldest building — a 15th Century tim-
ber-frame antiques gallery.

Fine historic buildings include the -

Shire Hall, said to be the inspiration
for Jane Austen’s Assembly Room at
Meryton in Pride And Prejudice, and
the oldest Quaker Meeting House in
the world, still in use today.

Off the main roads, riverside paths
and leafy cul-de-sacs lead to a mix of

}d cottages and newer housing.

One of Hertford’s biggest employ-

ers is the McMullen brewery, estab-

Vlishgcvl in 1827. The town hgs many

antiques si{(;ps and ﬁéix;dressers,
while new cafes and bars cater to the
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old Barge @
2 The Folly, 5614 1D (ask for Folly island and you'll fin
the Oid Barge) 11326128
€ 11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat); 12-11 Sun T (01992) 58187
& theoldbarge.co.uk
| Red Squirrel Exmoor; Tring Colley’s Dog; Woodforde'

Wherry @

The 0ld Barge is now a free house and hasts thre
beer festivals a year, one celebrating St George's
Day. Enjoy great beer watching the passing
narrowboats. On August bank holiday children
under 12 can take part in the Crayfish Festival. Th
pub is proud of its home-cooked food, often
featuring locally-sourced produce. A film night is
hosted on the first Thursday of the month, jazz

1sion by the Marquis of Down-  growing population of 28,096, 28000 nights on the second and last Thursda
70080, ys. Look ou
e. Today, much of the old town 5 for (.he “Folly at the Folly’ Sunday festival in Augus
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old Cross Tavern ' 1;‘ 6 ) White Horse
Castle Street, SG14 THH TL326124 RS e
| 8 St Andrew Street, 5614 1)A TL323126 = © 11-11 (midoight fri & Sat); 12-10.30 Sun

!

©12 (4 Mon)-11; 12-10.30 Sun 7 (01992) 583133
fuller’s London Pride; Old Cross Tavern Laugh "0’

| Titter; Taylor Landlord i

superb town free house offering a friendly
welcome. Up to eight real ales, usually including a
4 dark beer of some distinction, come from brewers
large and small, including the pub’s own micro-
brewery. There is also a fine choice of Belgian
~+— pottle-conditioned beers. A popular beer festival is
held over the spring bank holiday. There is no TV or
music here, just good old-fashioned conversation.
" Filled rolls and pork pies are available well into the
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evening Monday to Saturday. s
| Bl /Nor a4 ‘bojﬂlog-ﬁ“ﬂ-_ SR ol

‘ /‘ ie I ‘ AsH 2 (01992) 501950
fasey Fuller’s Discovery, London Pride, ESB; Gale's Seafarers
] 2 Ale H

Charming old timber-framed building with two
downstairs bars and additional rooms upstairs, one
featuring bar billiards, another where children are
welcome. Guest beers usually include either an
Adt or Butcombe bitter, and a beer festival is
often held over one of the May bank holiday
weekends. Home-made lunches are served daily.
There are no gaming machines or Vs to disturb the
pleasure of engaging conversation. Dog friendly -a

“must visit’ for real ale lovers in Hertford.
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